


Wary of the cost of defending the colonies, George III 
prohibited all settlement west of the Appalachian 
mountains without guarantees of security from local Native 
American nations. The intervention in colonial affairs 
offended the thirteen colonies' claim to the exclusive right 
to govern lands to their west.



The first attempt to finance the defense of the colonies by 
the British Government. 



A boycott is an act of 
voluntary and 
intentionally NOT 
using, buying, or 
dealing with a person, 
organization, or 
country as an 
expression of protest, 
usually for moral, 
social, political, or 
environmental 
reasons.



Parliament required all legal documents, newspapers and 
pamphlets, etc. printed in the colonies to use 
watermarked, or 'stamped' paper on which a tax was 
placed.

 It was not until news of the Stamp Act reached the 
colonies that the seeds of rebellion were planted in the 
hearts and minds of the broader public.



Slogan that reflected the resentment of American 
colonists at being taxed by a British Parliament to which 
they elected no representatives.





Taxes on tea, glass, lead, paper and paint to help pay for 
the administration of the colonies.



Angered by the presence of troops and Britain's colonial 
policy, a crowd began harassing a group of soldiers 
guarding the customs house; a soldier was knocked down 
by a snowball and discharged his musket, sparking a 
volley into the crowd which kills five civilians.

The Boston Massacre 
was a deadly riot that 
occurred on March 5, 
1770, on King Street in 
Boston. It began as a 
street brawl between 
American colonists and 
a lone British soldier, 
but quickly escalated 
to a chaotic, bloody 
slaughter. The conflict 
energized anti-British 
sentiment and paved 
the way for the 
American Revolution.



The act’s main purpose was not to raise 
revenue from the colonies but to bail 
out the floundering East India 
Company, a key actor in the British 
economy. The British government 
granted the company a monopoly on 
the importation and sale of tea in the 
colonies. The colonists had never 
accepted the constitutionality of the 
duty on tea, and the Tea Act rekindled 
their opposition to it.

the exclusive possession or control of the supply of or 
trade in a commodity or service.



The Boston Tea Party was a 
political protest that occurred on 
December 16, 1773, at Griffin’s 
Wharf in Boston, Massachusetts. 
American colonists, frustrated and 
angry at Britain for imposing 
“taxation without representation,” 
dumped 342 chests of tea, 
imported by the British East India 
Company into the harbor. The 
event was the first major act of 
defiance to British rule over the 
colonists. It showed Great Britain 
that Americans wouldn’t take 
taxation and tyranny sitting down 
and rallied American patriots 
across the 13 colonies to fight for 
independence.

The damage the Sons of Liberty caused by destroying 
340+ chests of tea, in today's money, was worth more 
than $1,700,000 dollars.





The First Continental Congress, which was comprised 
of delegates from the colonies, met in 1774 in reaction 
to the Coercive Acts (Intolerable Acts), a series of 
measures imposed by the British government on the 
colonies in response to their resistance to new taxes.

Fifty-six delegates from all the 
colonies except   drafted a 
declaration of rights and 
grievances

…called for a boycott of British 
goods

https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/georgia


The Battles of Lexington and Concord, 
fought on April 19, 1775, kicked off 
the American Revolutionary War (1775-83). 
Tensions had been building for many 
years between residents of the 13 
American colonies and the British 
authorities, particularly in Massachusetts. 
On the night of April 18, 1775, hundreds of 
British troops marched from Boston to 
nearby Concord in order to seize an arms 
cache. Paul Revere and other riders 
sounded the alarm, and colonial 
militiamen began mobilizing to intercept 
the Redcoat column. A confrontation on 
the Lexington town green started off the 
fighting, and soon the British were hastily 
retreating under intense fire. 

To this day, no one knows which side fired first. Several 
British volleys were subsequently unleashed before 
order could be restored. When the smoke cleared, 
eight militiamen lay dead and nine were wounded, 
while only one Redcoat was injured.

…

https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution
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The Mecklenburg Resolves were drafted a month 
after Lexington and Concord, but more than a year before 
the Declaration of Independence and indicate the 
changing attitudes that many Americans held regarding 
their ties with the mother country.  Prelude to the formal 
declaration:  The Halifax Resolves.

•All laws originating from the king or 
Parliament were voided

•The actions of royal military and civil officials 
was suspended

•A call was put out to the other colonies to 
begin governing themselves through 
provincial congresses

•Royal officials who continued in their duties 
in North Carolina were to be arrested.



On June 17, 1775, early in the Revolutionary War 
(1775-83), the British defeated the Americans at the 
Battle of Bunker Hill in Massachusetts. Despite their 
loss, the inexperienced colonial forces inflicted 
significant casualties against the enemy, and the battle 
provided them with an important confidence boost 
during the Siege of Boston (April 1775-March 1776)

The Battle of Bunker Hill was 
an important battle even though it 
was fought over a year before 
the Revolutionary War began. ... 
They gained confidence from 
this battle because their loss was 
caused by a lack of ammunition.



In 1775, the Second Continental 
Congress convened after the 
American Revolutionary War 
(1775-83) had already begun.  Set up 
Army, chose Washington as 
commander.

 In 1776, it took the momentous step 
of declaring America’s independence 
from Britain. 

First and foremost, how would the colonist meet 
the military threat of the British. It was agreed 
that a CONTINENTAL ARMY would be created. 
The Congress commissioned George Washington of 
Virginia to be the supreme commander, who chose 
to serve without pay. How would supplies be paid 
for? The Congress authorized the printing of 
money. 
The American delegates pleaded with George III to 
attempt peaceful resolution and declared their 
loyalty to the Crown. The King refused to receive 
this petition and instead declared the colonies to 
be in a state of rebellion in August. Insult turned 
to injury when George ordered the hiring 
of HESSIAN mercenaries to bring the colonists 
under control. 



Almost every significant political figure of the American Revolution served in the 
Continental Congress, including Samuel Adams, John Adams, John Hancock, John 
Jay, Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, James Madison, 
Patrick Henry and George Washington.



Called the "Lexington and Concord 
of the South," the Battle of Moore's 
Creek Bridge was significant for 
several reasons: it marked the 
permanent end of royal authority in 
North Carolina, it prompted 
the Provincial Congress meeting at 
Halifax on 12 Apr. 1776 to instruct 
North Carolina's delegation to the 
Continental Congress in 
Philadelphia to vote for 
independence, and it prevented the 
British from seizing control of the 
South at the onset of the war. 

The first battle of the American Revolution to take place in 
North Carolina. 

https://www.ncpedia.org/provincial-congresses


First in Freedom: North Carolina Takes a Stand
April 12, 1776
The colony of North Carolina made America's first official call 
for freedom from the British on April 12, 1776. Soon other 
colonies also called for freedom. Within three months, the 
Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence. 
North Carolina's official state flag features the date April 12, 
1776 to remind people of the state's commitment to liberty.



Published in 1776, Common Sense challenged the 
authority of the British government and the royal 
monarchy. The plain language that Paine used spoke to 
the common people of America and was the first work to 
openly ask for independence from Great Britain.

His 47-page pamphlet sold some 500,000 copies, 
powerfully influencing American opinion.



We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their 
Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness. — 



During the Battle of Kip's Bay, heavy advance fire from 
British ships in the East River caused the inexperienced 
American militia, guarding the landing area, to flee. This 
made it possible for the British to land their troops 
unopposed.

The Battle of Kip’s Bay placed New York City firmly in 
British hands, where it would remain for the course of the 
war. The city’s already large Loyalist population grew; 
other like-minded Americans fled there for protection.



Patriots taken as prisoners 
of war by the British Army 
in America often were 
confined aboard prison 
ships.  The most notorious 
of the British prison ships 
in American waters was 
HMS Jersey, an obsolete 
British naval vessel that 
was used to confine 
thousands of American 
prisoners in New York 
harbor from 1776 to 
1783.  Conditions aboard 
the Jersey and the other 
New York prison ships 
were terrible; more than 
10,000 American 
prisoners died on these 
ships during the course of 
the war.



The BATTLE OF SARATOGA was the turning point 
of the Revolutionary War.
The scope of the victory is made clear by a few 
key facts: On October 17, 1777, 5,895 British and 
Hessian troops surrendered their arms. General 
John Burgoyne had lost 86 percent of his 
expeditionary force that had triumphantly marched 
into New York from Canada in the early summer of 
1777.

The success at Saratoga gave France the 
confidence in the American cause to enter the war 
as an American ally. Later American successes 
owed a great deal to French aid in the form of 
financial and military assistance.



The Articles of Confederation and 
Perpetual Union was an agreement 
among the 13 original states of the United 
States of America that served as its first 
constitution. It was approved, after much 
debate, by the Second Continental 
Congress on November 15, 1777, and 
sent to the states for ratification



While the British occupied Philadelphia, Washington and 
his army hunkered down for a harsh winter at Valley 
Forge. No battle was fought there, yet, it was the turning 
point of the Revolutionary War. It was here that the 
Continental army was desperately against the ropes — 
bloody, beaten, battle-weary — and ready to quit. 

The six-month encampment 
of General George 
Washington’s Continental 
Army at Valley Forge in the 
winter of 1777-1778 was a 
major turning point in the 
American Revolutionary War. 
While conditions were 
notoriously cold and harsh 
and provisions were in short 
supply, it was at the winter 
camp where George 
Washington proved his 
mettle and, with the help of 
former Prussian military 
officer Friedrich Wilhelm 
Baron von Steuben, 
transformed a battered 
Continental Army into a 
unified, world-class fighting 
force capable of beating the 
British.

https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/george-washington
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/george-washington
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/washington-takes-command-of-continental-army
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/washington-takes-command-of-continental-army
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution
https://www.history.com/news/openly-gay-revolutionary-war-hero-friedrich-von-steuben
https://www.history.com/news/openly-gay-revolutionary-war-hero-friedrich-von-steuben


The Patriot victory at Yorktown ended fighting in the 
American colonies. Peace negotiations began in 1782, 
and on September 3, 1783, the Treaty of Paris was 
signed, formally recognizing the United States as a free 
and independent nation after eight years of war.

By September 28, Washington 
had completely encircled 
Cornwallis and Yorktown with 
the combined forces of 
Continental and French 
troops. After three weeks of 
non-stop bombardment, both 
day and night, from cannon 
and artillery, Cornwallis 
surrendered to Washington in 
the field at Yorktown on 
October 17, 1781, effectively 
ending the War for 
Independence.

https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/treaty-of-paris


The significance of the Peace Treaty of 
Paris 1783 was that:

•The American Revolutionary War was 
formally ended.

•The British acknowledged the independence 
of the United States.

•The colonial empire of Great Britain was 
destroyed in North America.

•U.S. boundaries were established.




